Classification: PUBLIC

Meeting: September 8, 2014

Agenda Item:  Monitoring Report:
COMMUNITY SAFETY

Recommended Motion:

THAT the Board finds that all provisions of the Community Safety Ends Policy have been
complied with.

I hereby submit my monitoring report on your Ends Policy “Community Safety” according to the
schedule set out. [ certify that the information contained in this report is true.

[ report compliance to all provisions of this policy.

Signed: o Date: _ Pucusc 2 - 3 20,14

Board Policy Statement:

The vision of the Durham Regional Police Service is to have the safest community for people to live,
work and play. A strong sense of personal security is an important element of the quality of life that
citizens and visitors enjoy.

It is the policy of the Durham Regional Police Services Board that the Durham Regional Police
Service shall promote and protect the safety and security of all persons and property. In so doing,
the DRPS shall contribute to making Durham Region a leader (within the top 50%) in community
safety among the following comparator communities in Ontario:

o  Halton,

e Hamilton,
e Niagara
e Oltawa,

o Peel
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e Toronto,
e  Waterloo, and
o York

Reporting

The following measures will be considered in an assessment of community safety:
o Overall crime rate

Violent crime rate

Property crime rate

Crime severity index

Clearance rate

Weighted clearance rate

Response time to emergency calls

Motor vehicle collision injury and fatality rates

The sense of security felt by residents and visitors will also be considered a relevant factor in
evaluating community safety, and will be assessed through regular public opinion surveys.

An assessment of communily safety in Durham Region will also include a comparison to the previous
years’ statistics in Durham Region.

The Chief shall report annually on outcomes resulting from this policy.

Interpretation of the Chief of Police:

The Board End of Community Safety is related to Section 1, principle 1 of the Police Services Act,
1990 -"The need to ensure the safety and security of all persons and property in Ontario”. 1t is also
is responsive to sec 4(2) (1) (2) and (5) of the Police Services Act regarding adequate and effective
police services involving: Crime prevention, Law enforcement and Emergency Response
respectively. This Board End encompasses both Crime Prevention and Law Enforcement activities.

[t is my interpretation that community safety outcomes include a comparison, both internally and
against our comparators of the Durham Region Police Service’s ability to effectively respond to and
manage calls for service, and resolve criminal incidents. An assessment of our community safety
activities uses those measures that are available year over year including crime rates, clearance rates,
crime severity indices, vehicle collision rates and fatalities, and emergency response times.

Using the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (CCJS) Incident-based Uniform Crime Reporting
Survey (UCR2) information, the Durham Regional Police Service will rank in the top half of our
comparators. Outcomes include survey measures of the community’s perception of personal safety
and the influence it has on their quality of life within our Region.
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Executive Summary:

For all measures where comparator data is available, Durham proves to be a leader in community
safety with rankings in the top half of its comparators.

The Durham Regional Police Service conducts a public opinion survey during the business planning
process that evaluates the sense of security felt by our community members and assesses our delivery
of service. In the most recent survey, participants more often indicated a sense of safety than in the
prior survey.

The number of motor vehicle collisions involving injury increased by 1.4% in 2013 from 2012.
Driver actions that are mainly responsible for the increase in collisions involving injury are failing to
yield right-of way, following to close, and lost control.

In 2013, the average emergency response time was eight minutes and 90% of DRPS emergency calls
for service had a response time that was under 15 minutes.

Board policy states that Durham Region shall be a leader in community safety among its comparator
services. The green performance quadrant (bottom left) in the chart below denotes the leaders, those
in the top 50% of the comparators, for both crime rate and severity index. The bolder shapes
represent 2013 figures, while the faded shapes and lines indicate the movement from 2011.

Crime Rate per 100,000 Population by Service and
Crime Severity Index by Service
Performance Quadrant (Bottom Left)
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Similar to the previous chart, the green performance quadrant (top right) in the chart below denotes
the leaders, those in the top 50% of the comparators, for both clearance rate and weighted clearance
rate. The bolder shapes represent 2013 figures, while the faded shapes and lines indicate the
movement from 2011.

Clearance Rate by Service and
Weighted Clearance Rate by Service
Performance Quadrant (Top Right)
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The measures that follow are used in assessing community safety activities, both internally and
against our comparators.
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