Classification: PUBLIC

Meeting: December 15,2020

Agenda Item:  Monitoring Report:
COMMUNITY SAFETY

Recommended Motion:

THAT the Board finds that all provisions of the Community Safety Ends Policy have been
complied with.

[ hereby submit my monitoring report on your Ends Policy “Community Safety” according to the
schedule set out. I certify that the information contained in this report is true.

[ report compliance on all provisions of this policy.

Signed: “X  ~— Date: ht.c I/Zo
Chief of Police /

Board Policy Statement:

The vision of the Durham Regional Police Service is to have the safest community for people to live,
work and play. A strong sense of personal security is an important element of the quality of life that
citizens and visitors enjoy.

It is the policy of the Durham Regional Police Services Board that the Durham Regional Police Service
shall promote and protect the safety and security of all persons and property. In so doing, the DRPS
shall contribute to making Durham Region a leader (within the top 50%) in community safety among
the following comparator communities in Ontario:

Halton
Hamilton
Niagara
Olicowva
Peel
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o Toronto
o aterloo
o York
Reporting
The following measures will be considered in an assessment of community safety:
o Overall crime rate
e Violent crime rate
Property crime rate
Crime severity index
Clearance rate
Weighted clearance rate
Response time to emergency calls
Motor vehicle collision injury and fatality rates

The sense of security felt by residents and visitors will also be considered a relevani factor in evaluating
community safety, and will be assessed through regular public opinion surveys.

An assessment of community safety in Durham Region will also include a comparison to the previous
vears’ statistics in Durham Region.

The Chief shall report annually on outcomes resulting from this policy.

Interpretation of the Chief of Police:

The Board End of Community Safety is related to Section 1, principle 1 of the Police Services Act,
1990 —“The need to ensure the safety and security of all persons and property in Ontario”. 1t is also
responsive to Section 4(2) items (1), (2) and (5) of the Police Services Act regarding adequate and
effective police services involving: crime prevention, law enforcement and emergency response
respectively.

It is my interpretation that community safety outcomes are to be assessed based on a comparison against
previous years’ statistics, and against our comparator services, and that the measures used in this
assessment will reflect the Durham Regional Police Service’s ability to effectively respond to
emergency calls for service, and resolve criminal incidents.

[t is my further interpretation that the Durham Regional Police Service will rank in the top half of our
comparators when assessed on those measures that are commensurate between police services using
data published by the Canadian Centre for Justice Statistics (CCJS), Statistics Canada. For those
measures that are not comparable between police services, including response times, traffic injuries
and fatalities, and the public’s sense of security, outcomes will be assessed based on comparison to
previous years® statistics within Durham Region.
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Data Support:

For all measures, excluding violent crime rates, Durham continues to be a leader in community safety
by ranking in the top half of its comparators for measures where comparable data is available.

Board policy states that Durham Region shall be a leader in community safety among its comparator
services. The performance quadrant in the bottom right of the chart below (shaded in green) denotes
the leaders, those in the top 50% of the comparators, for both crime severity index and weighted
clearance rate. The bolder shapes represent 2019 figures, while the faded shapes and lines indicate
change since 2017. As illustrated in the chart, the Durham Regional Police Service places within the
top half of comparators in the high-performance quadrant.

Crime Severity Index & Weighted Clearance Rate by Service, 2017-2019
Performance Quadrant Highlighted in Green (bottom right)
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Source: Statistics Canada. Table 35-10-0188-01 Crime severity index and weighted clearance rates, police services in Ontario
(accessed: 2020-11-09)
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